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Letter from the Executive Board
Dear Delegates,

It is our distinct privilege to welcome you to this session of the Lok Sabha. As directly
elected representatives of the people of India, you are gathered here to deliberate upon a
matter of paramount national interest: the preservation of integrity, transparency, and
public trust within our national competitive examination system. In a country where over
half the population is under the age of twenty five, competitive examinations are not
merely administrative procedures. They represent the single most critical pathway for
social mobility, professional validation, and economic survival. For tens of millions of
young Indians, the years of rigorous preparation dedicated to these assessments
represent a silent covenant with the state: a promise that merit, hard work, and talent will
be evaluated on a level playing field, free from corruption, manipulation, or
administrative failure.

When this system breaks down, the consequences extend far beyond the immediate
logistical challenges of rescheduling testing dates. It cuts to the heart of our democratic
social contract. It breeds deep disillusionment among our youth, undermines the
administrative quality of our public services, and threatens the legitimacy of our state
institutions. As members of the lower house of Parliament, you bear the solemn
responsibility of investigating these systemic vulnerabilities, holding executive agencies
accountable, and proposing comprehensive legislative and policy interventions that can
restore faith in this vital national ecosystem.

This background guide has been prepared to provide you with a comprehensive,
analytical, and highly structured overview of the competitive examination landscape in
India. It examines the operational mechanics of the testing pipeline, probes the structural
and statutory limitations of our regulatory architecture, evaluates recent legislative
reforms, and presents detailed case studies of systemic failures.

We encourage you to approach this debate with the intellectual depth, policy acumen, and
empathetic vision required of national lawmakers. The hopes of millions of student
aspirants rest upon the decisions of this house. It is our expectation that your
deliberations will yield innovative, pragmatic, and robust solutions that safeguard their
futures and reinforce the integrity of our republic.

Warm regards,

The Executive Board of the Lok Sabha




1. Committee Overview
1.1 Mandate and Scope

The Lok Sabha, or the House of the People, is the lower house of India's bicameral
Parliament. Representing the democratic will of over 1.4 billion citizens, it serves as the
primary legislative arena where national policies are debated, executive actions are
scrutinized, and public grievances are addressed. The mandate of the Lok Sabha is rooted
in the principle of popular sovereignty, meaning that its members are directly elected by
the public and are held strictly accountable to the electorate. The scope of the Lok Sabha's
authority covers all legislative matters within the Union List and Concurrent List of the
Seventh Schedule of the Constitution of India. Under the Westminster model of
parliamentary democracy, the executive branch of the government is collectively
responsible to the Lok Sabha. This means that the Prime Minister and the Cabinet can
only govern as long as they retain the confidence of this house. The Lok Sabha's mandate
also includes representing regional aspirations, translating public demands into statutory
law, and ensuring that public resources are spent in a manner that serves the common
good.

1.2 Relevance to the Agenda

The agenda before the house, which focuses on strengthening transparency,
accountability, and trust in the national competitive examination system, is deeply tied to
the core mandate of the Lok Sabha. The administrative apparatus that runs these high-
stakes tests, including the Ministry of Education and various centralized testing boards,
operates under the authority of laws passed by this Parliament and is funded through
budgets approved by this house. Furthermore, the Lok Sabha is the ultimate guardian of
the constitutional guarantees of equal opportunity and fairness in public employment and
educational admissions. When systemic failures, administrative lapses, and corrupt
networks compromise national competitive exams, the resulting public outcry falls
squarely on the shoulders of the members of this house. It is the Lok Sabha that must
demand answers from the executive, investigate structural failures, and craft the
legislative frameworks needed to prevent future crises.

1.3 Powers and Limitations

The Lok Sabha has powerful legislative, financial, and supervisory tools to address issues
in the competitive examination system:

e Legislative Power: The house can draft, debate, amend, and pass national laws to
regulate testing practices, establish independent oversight bodies, and impose strict




criminal penalties for examination malpractices.

Financial Power: Through the control of the purse strings, the Lok Sabha can
influence the resources allocated to national testing agencies, directing funds
toward upgrading cybersecurity, building secure physical test centers, and training
staff.

Supervisory Power: Through mechanisms like Question Hour, Calling Attention
motions, Adjournment motions, and parliamentary standing committees, the house
can summon senior bureaucrats, demand internal files, and subject executive
agencies to intense public scrutiny.

However, the Lok Sabha also operates under significant constitutional and political
limitations:

Federal Division of Powers: Under the Constitution, education is on the Concurrent
List, which means both the center and the states can legislate on it. While the center
can set standards for higher education and national recruitment, state-level
examinations are governed by state legislatures. This division can lead to
jurisdictional conflicts and uneven enforcement of standards.

Implementation Gap: While the Lok Sabha can pass powerful laws, it relies entirely
on the executive branch, state police forces, and specialized investigation agencies
to enforce them on the ground.

Judicial Review: Any law or policy approved by the Lok Sabha is subject to review
by the judiciary. If a reform is found to violate fundamental rights, such as the right
to equality or privacy, the courts can strike it down, requiring parliamentarians to
carefully balance security measures with candidate rights.

2, Introduction to the Agenda

2.1 Importance of the Issue

India is currently undergoing an unprecedented demographic transition, with more than
65 percent of its population under the age of thirty five. This demographic dividend
represents an incredible opportunity, but it also places immense pressure on the nation's
educational and employment systems. In a landscape where high-paying, secure jobs in
the private sector are relatively scarce, and where agricultural productivity has steadily
declined, a secure government job or admission to a prestigious public professional




institute is seen as the ultimate prize. This intense demand has made national competitive
examinations the primary gatekeepers of social and economic advancement. Under a
system of intense credentialism, tests like the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test for
medical admissions, the Joint Entrance Examination for engineering, and various
recruitment exams for civil services, banking, and the railways attract millions of
applicants each year. Because these exams are so high-stakes, any compromise in their
integrity is not just an administrative failure. It is a devastating blow to the hopes, savings,
and mental health of millions of young aspirants and their families, often leading to tragic
outcomes like student suicides and widespread civil unrest.

2.2 Conceptual Framing

To understand the challenges facing India's competitive examination system, we must
examine several key legal and political concepts:

The public trust Doctrine: This principle holds that certain critical social systems,
including the pathways to public employment and higher education, are held in
trust by the state for the benefit of all citizens. The state has a strict fiduciary duty
to maintain the fairness, security, and integrity of these pathways.

social mobility: Competitive examinations are supposed to be democratic levelers,
allowing talented students from poor or marginalized backgrounds to secure
prestigious roles through sheer hard work.

Equal Opportunity: Under Article 14 and Article 16 of the Constitution, every citizen
has a fundamental right to fair and equal treatment in public educational
admissions and state employment. Systemic cheating, paper leaks, and institutional
favoritism directly violate this constitutional guarantee by giving unfair advantages
to wealthy or corrupt candidates.

Sovereign Accountability: The institutions that conduct these examinations must
answer directly to the public through democratic oversight. They cannot treat their
operations as private or proprietary secrets, but must operate with maximum
transparency to prove that their systems are robust and fair.

2.3 Nature of the Problem

The crisis within India's competitive examination system is not a matter of simple,
isolated cheating by individual candidates. Instead, it is driven by highly organized, well-
funded criminal syndicates that operate across multiple states. These networks exploit
structural vulnerabilities in every stage of the examination process. These syndicates use




a variety of sophisticated methods to compromise exams. They orchestrate physical thefts
from secure printing presses and transit routes, use advanced digital hacking to gain
remote control of computer-based testing systems, and bribe corrupt local center
coordinators and school principals. This organized corruption is further fueled by the
rapid growth of the private coaching industry. This industry has commercialized
education, turning test preparation into a high-pressure business that often uses
unethical practices to guarantee results. The sheer scale of these operations, combined
with weak regulatory oversight and a lack of coordination between central and state law
enforcement, has made examination malpractice a highly lucrative, low-risk criminal
enterprise that threatens the stability of the entire system.

3. Substantive Issue Analysis

3.1 How the Issue Works

The lifecycle of a national competitive examination is a highly complex logistical process.
Paper Setting and Moderation

The process begins with the creation of question databases by anonymous subject matter
experts. These draft questions are then reviewed and finalized by a moderation committee

to ensure quality and prevent errors. The primary vulnerability in this phase is the human
factor. If any expert, moderator, or translator leaks information, or if the digital networks
used to store the question banks are compromised, the integrity of the exam is lost before
it even begins.

Printing and Physical Security

For pen-and-paper exams, the finalized question papers must be printed in massive
quantities. This requires contracting specialized, high-security printing presses. The
physical printing facility represents a major target for criminal syndicates, who often try
to bribe employees to take photos of the papers or smuggle sheets out of the factory.

Storage and Logistics

Once printed, the question papers are packed into sealed trunks and transported to secure
storage hubs, such as bank vaults or police armories, in target cities. They are then
distributed to local exam centers on the morning of the test. This transit phase involves
multiple hand-offs between logistics companies, security guards, and local coordinators,
creating many opportunities for theft or unauthorized access.

Center Administration and Invigilation




On the day of the exam, the question papers are opened at the local testing center, which
is often a public school or private college contracted for the day. This stage is highly
vulnerable to local collusion. If the school principal, center coordinator, or invigilators are
bribed, they can allow unauthorized individuals into the control rooms to open the trunks
early, photograph the questions, and send them to solvers who quickly draft answer keys.
This vulnerability can lead to a leakage of critical testing materials, rendering the
assessment unfair.

Evaluation, Normalization, and Scoring

After the exam, completed answer sheets are sent to secure scanning facilities. For
computer-based tests, the responses are uploaded to centralized servers. These digital
results are then compiled, and statistical adjustments are applied to ensure fairness
across different testing sessions. If the databases are not securely encrypted, or if the
formulas used for scoring are applied arbitrarily, the results can be manipulated to favor
specific candidates.

3.2 Structural Factors

The persistent failures within India's competitive exams are not just bad luck. They are
the direct result of deep structural and administrative flaws in how these testing bodies
are designed and managed.

The National Testing Agency's Legal Status

Unlike constitutional bodies like the Union Public Service Commission, the National
Testing Agency, or NTA, is registered as a society under the Societies Registration Act,
1860. This status means it is technically a private body that has been given permission to
use the official emblem of the Government of India. This design has drawn heavy
criticism. Because it is registered as a society, the NTA lacks the sovereign administrative
authority of a statutory body created by an Act of Parliament. This makes it an
administrative lightweight, with limited ability to enforce discipline or hold third-party
test centers accountable during crises. Furthermore, this hybrid status has allowed the
NTA to bypass many of the strict public disclosure rules that traditional government
departments must follow. For instance, the NTA does not publish its founding
Memorandums of Association on its website, and it has been highly criticized for its
opaque financial auditing, lack of public consultation, and incomplete Right to
Information disclosures.

Staffing and the "Culture of Secrecy"




The NTA has no permanent institutional cadre of testing professionals, psychometricians,
or security experts. Instead, it relies heavily on staff brought in on deputation from other
departments, alongside temporary, contract employees. This lack of a permanent,
dedicated staff makes it extremely difficult to build a strong "culture of secrecy" and
specialized expertise. With constant staff turnover and a reliance on external contractors
to manage sensitive digital systems and transport logistics, the agency struggles to
maintain consistent security protocols and prevent internal leaks.

The "Mega-Exam" Model

A major operational vulnerability is the reliance on the "mega-exam" model. This
approach involves testing millions of candidates across the country on a single day using
a single, uniform pen-and-paper format. This model creates a single-point failure risk
profile. If just one link in the vast logistics chain breaks, whether at a printing press,
during transit, or at a single local test center, the security of the entire national exam is
compromised. This leaves the agency with only two extreme options: cancel the entire test
for millions of students, or ignore the breach and compromise the fairness of the results.

The Coaching Industry and "Parallel Schooling"

The rise of a multi-billion-dollar private coaching industry has fundamentally distorted
high school education in India. In major coaching hubs like Kota, Prayagraj, and Patna, a
system of parallel schooling has emerged. Under this model, students register at non-
functional dummy school fronts simply to satisfy official attendance requirements, while
spending all their time in private coaching centers that focus exclusively on exam
preparation. This commercialization has turned test preparation into a high-pressure
business. Coaching centers face intense commercial pressure to produce top-ranked
students to attract new customers. This environment creates a powerful financial
incentive for some centers to collaborate with criminal syndicates to secure leaked papers,
buy answer keys, or hire professional exam solvers for their clients.

3.3 Evolution of the Issue

The methods used to compromise competitive examinations have evolved dramatically
over the last three decades.

The Era of Localized Cheating

In the 1990s, examination malpractice was largely localized. It generally involved
individual candidates smuggling notes into test halls, bribing local invigilators for help,
or hiring look-alikes for physical impersonation. These activities were uncoordinated and




had a limited impact on the overall validity of the national merit list.
The Rise of Organized Physical Leaks

By the 2000s, criminal syndicates realized that stealing and selling actual question papers
was highly lucrative. They began systematically targeting weak points in the printing and
transport networks. These groups would get copies of the papers days in advance,
duplicate them, and sell them to wealthy candidates. While these operations were
organized, they were still limited by the physical difficulties of printing, transporting, and
quietly distributing paper copies to buyers.

The Modern High-Tech Era

Today, examination fraud has become a highly sophisticated, digital operation. Criminal
networks use encrypted messaging platforms like WhatsApp and Telegram to distribute
leaked question papers and solved answer keys across the country in minutes.

In the digital testing arena, syndicates have adapted to computer-based testing by using
advanced hacking tools. They install remote-access software on test-center computers,
allowing professional exam solvers located miles away to view the screen and select the
correct answers for paying candidates. This digital transition has made malpractice faster,

harder to detect, and capable of compromising exams on a massive scale.

4. Geopolitical / Stakeholder Context

The competitive examination ecosystem in India involves a diverse range of stakeholders,
each with their own distinct pressures, priorities, and political incentives:

Stakeholder |Core Interests & Pressures Key Vulnerabilities & Pain
Group Points

Aspirants and  [Securing social mobility, high- High psychological stress, severe
Families quality education, and public sector [financial drain from coaching
jobs; demanding fair, leak-free fees, and limited attempts due to
testing. strict age limits.




Stakeholder |Core Interests & Pressures Key Vulnerabilities & Pain
Group Points

Union Maintaining administrative Severe political fallout from exam
Government efficiency, protecting national merit [scandals, and a complex national
standards, and preserving public  |bureaucracy that is slow to

trust in state institutions. reform.

State Protecting regional autonomy, Friction over centralized exams
Governments  [supporting local educational like NEET, and limited control
priorities, and preventing central  |over national testing bodies
overreach in state matters. operating in their territory.

The Judiciary  |[Upholding constitutional rights to [Extremely complex legal cases
equality, and balancing systemic  [with high stakes, and a lack of
fairness with the career prospects of |clear technical guidelines for
innocent students. evaluating systemic leaks.

The Coaching  [Maximizing profit from test Powerful commercial incentives

Lobby preparation, and producing top- to exploit testing loopholes, and a
ranked students to attract new lack of strict regulatory oversight.
customers.

Service Providers|Fulfilling private logistics contracts, [Relying on low-paid, temporary
and avoiding massive legal liabilities|staff, and managing vulnerable,
or bans. third-party digital and physical

infrastructure.

Aspirants and Families

For the millions of young Indians preparing for competitive exams, these tests are highly
personal, life-defining challenges. Many families from poor or lower-middle-class
backgrounds spend their life savings or take out heavy loans to send their children to elite
coaching centers. These candidates face intense psychological pressure, studying up to




fourteen hours a day for years. When an exam is cancelled or compromised, these
students do not just lose a testing date, they face devastating emotional distress, financial
ruin, and the loss of critical opportunities due to strict age limits.

The Union Government and Ministry of Education

The central government is responsible for protecting the integrity of national education
and public recruitment systems. However, it operates under intense political pressure.

When major exam scandals break, the government faces massive public anger, opposition
protests in Parliament, and a direct threat to its political legitimacy. The Ministry of
Education must find a difficult balance: it must defend the credibility of its institutions to
prevent panic, while simultaneously executing deep structural reforms to fix genuine
security gaps.

State Governments and the Federalism Conflict

Education is a concurrent subject under the Indian Constitution, creating ongoing
political friction between the center and state governments. Many state administrations
view centralized national exams, particularly the NEET-UG medical test, as an
unconstitutional encroachment on state autonomy. For example, the State of Tamil Nadu
has fiercely opposed NEET, passing bills in its assembly to exempt its students from the
test. State leaders argue that centralized exams systematically disadvantage rural, poor,
and regional-language students who cannot afford specialized CBSE-aligned coaching.
This conflict has escalated into major legal and political battles over the balance of power
in educational administration. Under the constitutional framework of Article 254, when
there is a repugnancy between central and state laws, the central law prevails unless
presidential assent is obtained, creating a significant point of federal friction.

The Judiciary

The Supreme Court of India is often forced to act as the ultimate referee in competitive
examination crises. The courts must make incredibly difficult legal and ethical decisions
under intense time pressure. When a paper leak is confirmed, judges must balance two
competing demands: the need to protect the absolute sanctity of the exam by cancelling
the compromised test, versus the need to protect the millions of untainted candidates who
studied honestly and should not be punished for the crimes of others.

The Private Coaching Industry

This massive, highly lucrative parallel education system wields significant economic and
political influence. Coaching centers are driven by strong commercial incentives to ensure




their students secure top ranks. While many centers operate legally, the hyper-
competitive environment has allowed less ethical operators to cultivate corrupt
relationships with school administrators, test coordinators, and criminal networks to gain
access to confidential testing materials.

Private Tech and Logistics Service Providers

National testing bodies frequently contract private technology companies, such as TCS
iON, to provide secure digital testing environments, computer networks, and biometric
registration systems. While these partnerships allow testing agencies to run exams at a
massive scale, they also introduce significant vulnerabilities. Private providers often rely
on low-paid, temporary staff to monitor test halls and manage local servers, creating
opportunities for criminal syndicates to bypass security protocols.

5. Legal / Policy Framework
5.1 Core Principles

Any legal or administrative framework designed to regulate competitive examinations in
India must be built on three core constitutional and ethical principles:

e public trust Doctrine: The state holds a strict, non-delegable duty to ensure that the
pathways to public service and professional education are absolutely fair and secure.
The administration of exams cannot be treated as a private business or a secret
bureaucrat-led operation. Instead, it must be open to public oversight to prove that
its systems are secure and impartial.

Equal Opportunity: Under Article 14 and Article 16 of the Constitution, every
candidate has a fundamental right to a level playing field. If the state fails to prevent
systemic cheating or paper leaks, it directly violates this constitutional guarantee by
allowing corrupt individuals to buy their way into public roles.

Proportional Deterrence: To protect the system, the state must impose severe
punishments on organized criminal syndicates, corrupt school principals, and
private service providers who compromise exams. However, these penalties must
target the institutional organizers of fraud, rather than overly criminalizing the
young candidates who are often exploited by these networks.

5.2 Doctrines / Policy Approaches

In response to the growing threat of organized examination fraud, lawmakers have
adopted several key policy approaches:




Shifting the Burden of Proof

Modern anti-cheating laws often shift the burden of proving innocence to the accused in
cases of organized paper leaks. Under this model, once investigators establish that an
individual had unauthorized access to confidential testing materials, the accused must
prove they exercised due diligence and had no knowledge of the crime. While this
approach makes prosecution much easier, it raises serious civil liberties concerns
regarding the presumption of innocence.

Strict Institutional Liability

This policy approach holds private service providers and contracted school
administrations strictly liable for any security breaches that occur under their watch. If a
provider fails to report a security incident, or if their employees are found to have helped
candidates cheat, the company faces massive financial penalties, the forfeiture of its
properties, and long-term bans from conducting public exams.

5.3 Existing Frameworks

The legal framework governing competitive examinations in India consists of a mix of
recent national legislation and older, state-specific anti-cheating laws:

The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024

Enacted in response to major national testing crises, this federal law represents the first
comprehensive national effort to criminalize examination malpractice. The Act covers
exams conducted by major central authorities, including the UPSC, SSC, Railway
Recruitment Boards, NTA, and the Institute of Banking Personnel Selection.

Key provisions of the Act include:

e Comprehensive Offence Definitions: The law explicitly defines and criminalizes
several major malpractices, including the leakage of question papers or answer keys,
participating in collusive networks, unauthorized possession of OMR sheets,
tampering with computer networks, and creating fake testing websites.

Severe Punishments for Individuals: Any person found committing an offence faces
a mandatory prison term of three to five years, and a fine of up to ten lakh rupees.

Strict Service Provider Penalties: Private service providers who fail to report exam
malpractices or actively participate in fraud face fines of up to one crore rupees, are
barred from running exams for four years, and must pay the proportionate cost of




the compromised test.

Organized Crime Penalties: If an offence is committed by a group or institution to
secure a shared financial gain, it is classified as organized crime. The organizers face
prison terms of five to ten years, and a minimum fine of one crore rupees. Guilt can
also lead to the attachment and forfeiture of the institution's properties.

Strict Legal Nature: All offences under the Act are classified as cognisable, non-
bailable, and non-compoundable, giving police forces extensive powers to arrest
suspects without a warrant and preventing out-of-court settlements.

State-Level Anti-Cheating Legislations

Before the passage of the federal Act, several states enacted their own laws to combat
examination fraud:

e Uttarakhand: Enacted one of the country's most severe anti-cheating laws,
prescribing life imprisonment and fines of up to ten crore rupees for individuals
running organized paper leaks, alongside the permanent forfeiture of their personal
properties.

Rajasthan: Passed a comprehensive amendment in July 2023, raising the maximum
penalty for organized cheating to life imprisonment and allowing for the public
demolition of illegal coaching centers involved in leaks.

Gujarat: Introduced strict measures including up to ten years of rigorous
imprisonment for paper setters and coordinators who leak questions, alongside
hefty financial penalties.

Odisha: Passed the Odisha Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act,
2024, which aligns closely with the federal model, imposing strict duties on paper
setters and criminalizing disruptions around test centers.

5.4 Gaps and Limitations
Despite this growing list of laws, several major legal and administrative gaps remain:
The Retroactivity Dilemma

Under Article 20(1) of the Indian Constitution, the state cannot apply criminal laws
retrospectively. This means that if a major paper leak occurred before the passage of the
Public Examinations Act, 2024, prosecutors cannot use the new law's severe punishments




or specialized procedures against the accused. This limitation has forced investigators to
rely on weaker provisions of the older Indian Penal Code, often leading to delayed trials
and lower conviction rates.

The "Conviction Deficit"

While passing laws with extremely high penalties is politically popular, it does not
automatically stop crime if the underlying investigation systems remain weak. India
suffers from a severe shortage of specialized cyber-forensics experts, trained white-collar
crime investigators, and dedicated fast-track courts. Without these resources, trials drag
on for decades, and criminal syndicates continue to operate with a sense of security,
knowing that their chances of actually being convicted are extremely low.

Third-Party and Private Center Accountability

The NTA and other testing bodies frequently contract local private colleges and schools
to act as examination centers on the day of the test. However, current laws do not provide
a clear, ongoing regulatory framework to supervise these private centers outside of exam
day. This creates a dangerous accountability vacuum, allowing corrupt local coordinators
to exploit weak security systems at these private venues.

Analytical Tension for Delegates

This gap presents a major strategic dilemma for parliamentarians. Should India continue
to increase its criminal penalties, pushing for life imprisonment and property forfeiture,
or should it focus on making its administrative systems secure and improving cyber-
forensics? While extreme penalties sound like a powerful deterrent, they can often
backfire by causing judges to hesitate to convict suspects without flawless, absolute proof.
Conversely, focusing on prevention and administrative security may be less politically
dramatic, but it is often much more effective at stopping fraud before it occurs.

6. Role of International / Institutional Actors

While competitive examinations are primarily internal, domestic affairs, India can learn
from the technical standards and administrative models used by international testing
bodies and foreign states to manage high-stakes exams.

Psychometric Testing Standards

International non-profit testing organizations, such as the Educational Testing Service in
the United States, manage massive global exams like the TOEFL and GRE. These
organizations rely on advanced psychometrics to design and validate their tests.




e Item Response Theory (IRT): This statistical paradigm models how individual
candidates respond to specific test questions based on their latent ability level. IRT
allows testing bodies to evaluate a question's difficulty, how well it discriminates
between high- and low-performing students, and the probability of a candidate
guessing the correct answer.

item bank Management: Testing agencies maintain vast repositories of calibrated
questions with known psychometric properties. This allows them to quickly
assemble unique, balanced test forms for different candidates, making systematic
paper leaks almost impossible because no two students take the exact same test.

equating methodologies: When multiple, unique forms of an exam are
administered, psychometricians use statistical equating to adjust scores, ensuring
that a candidate who takes a slightly harder version of the test is not unfairly
penalized compared to someone who takes an easier version.

Comparative National Models

Other nations facing massive, high-stakes testing challenges have developed their own
strict administrative and security models:

China's Gaokao System

The National College Entrance Examination, or Gaokao, is taken by over thirteen million
students each year, making it one of the largest competitive exams in the world. China
treats the Gaokao as a matter of vital national security, deploying a massive, state-level
security apparatus to protect its integrity:

e Armed Escorts and GPS Tracking: Once printed, question papers are transported
under armed police escort with live GPS tracking, video monitoring, and multi-
layered secure storage systems that require multiple physical keys and electronic
authorizations to open.

High-Tech Jamming and SWAT Deployment: During the exam, local authorities
activate radio signal jammers around test centers to block wireless communication.
They also deploy specialized police SWAT units to patrol areas around exam centers
and detect any suspicious radio transmissions.

AI-Powered Surveillance: Test centers use intelligent patrol systems equipped with
Al-powered cameras that monitor students in real time. These systems use
machine-learning algorithms to flag suspicious movements, such as repeated
glances or whispering, immediately alerting invigilators.




e Strict Noise Controls: Local governments impose strict bans on car honking,
construction, and commercial activities within a five-hundred-meter radius of test
centers to ensure a quiet, stress-free testing environment.

South Korea's Suneung System

The College Scholastic Ability Test, or Suneung, is a high-stakes exam that reshapes
national life on test day:

e National Slowdown: To support test-takers, government offices, businesses, and the
stock market open late to keep roads clear.

Flight Suspensions: During the English listening comprehension section, the
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport suspends all commercial flights.
Planes are barred from taking off or landing, and pilots must remain airborne above
a safe altitude until the listening test concludes.

Severe Penalties and Imprisonment: South Korea enforces strict laws against
cheating, impersonation, and paper leaks. Students caught cheating face immediate
disqualification and hefty court-ordered fines, while organizers of fraud face swift
prosecution and long prison sentences.

Internationalization and the "Brain Drain" Risk

The persistent security failures in India's national competitive examinations have broader
global implications. When elite medical and engineering entrance tests are compromised
by corruption, affluent families lose confidence in the domestic education system.

This loss of trust accelerates the migration of top-tier student talent to universities in the
United States, Europe, and Australia. This brain drain deprives India of its brightest
minds and causes a significant outflow of domestic capital, as families spend billions of
dollars on foreign tuition and living expenses.

7. Impact Analysis

7.1 Social Impact

The systemic failures in India's competitive exams have caused profound social damage,
deeply affecting the country's youth:

Psychological Trauma and Mental Health Crises

The hyper-competitive environment surrounding exams like NEET and JEE, where




hundreds of thousands of candidates compete for a tiny fraction of available seats, creates
an incredibly stressful atmosphere. When these exams are cancelled, delayed, or
compromised by paper leaks, it can be devastating for students. Aspirants who have
sacrificed years of their youth, isolated themselves from friends and family, and studied
in high-pressure coaching environments face severe anxiety, depression, and a sense of
hopelessness. This intense despair has contributed to a tragic rise in student suicides in
major coaching hubs like Kota, transforming a national pursuit of education into a
profound public health crisis.

The Erosion of Social Mobility

In a highly unequal society, competitive exams are supposed to be democratic levelers,
allowing talented students from poor or marginalized backgrounds to secure prestigious
roles through sheer hard work. However, when these exams are compromised by corrupt
networks, this meritocratic ideal is shattered. When wealthy candidates can buy leaked
papers, or when exams are cancelled and rescheduled, poorer students are systematically
left behind. These underprivileged candidates often cannot afford to extend their stays in
expensive coaching cities, pay for repeated travel to distant test centers, or buy multiple
rounds of study materials, effectively locking them out of opportunities for advancement.

Widespread Systemic Cynicism

Perhaps the most dangerous social impact is the growth of deep cynicism among the
youth. When young citizens see that hard work can be easily bypassed by corruption, they
lose faith in the basic fairness of the state.

This disillusionment breeds a sense of alienation, leading to rising anger and civil unrest.
Protests by frustrated candidates can quickly shut down major cities, disrupt
transportation networks, and escalate into violent clashes with police forces, showing how
exam insecurity can directly threaten national social stability.

7.2 Economic Impact

The economic consequences of competitive exam failures are vast, creating significant
waste and inefficiency across the national economy:

e Direct Capital Loss for Families: Lower-middle-class and poor families often invest
their life savings, take out high-interest loans, or sell ancestral land to pay for
expensive private coaching and exam registration fees. When an exam is cancelled
due to corruption, these investments are rendered useless, trapping families in
deep, long-term debt cycles.




e Friction in the Labor Market: Constant delays and cancellations in recruitment
exams for civil services, banking, police, and railways lead to massive backlogs in
public hiring. Critical state departments remain severely understaffed for years,
reducing the quality and efficiency of essential public services like healthcare, law
enforcement, and local administration.

Inefficient Capital Allocation: The massive growth of the private coaching industry
represents a highly unproductive use of national capital. Instead of investing in
building high-quality universities, developing technical research centers, or
supporting job-creating industries, billions of dollars are poured into a parallel
exam-preparation bubble that focuses on rote memorization rather than teaching
productive, real-world skills.

7.3 Institutional / Political Impact

The political and institutional fallout from examination scandals is a constant source of
friction in Indian public life:

Crisis of Institutional Legitimacy

Repeated testing scandals have severely damaged the credibility of key educational
regulators and testing bodies, including the UGC, NMC, and NTA. When these agencies
make inconsistent decisions, such as awarding arbitrary grace marks, abruptly cancelling
tests, or issuing contradictory statements, they are seen as incompetent and
unaccountable, undermining public trust in the state's administrative capability.

Intense Political Polarization

Examination security has become a highly contentious political issue, leading to severe
polarization in Parliament and state assemblies. Instead of working together to draft
robust, bipartisan policies to secure exams, political parties often use testing failures as
weapons to attack their opponents.

This constant blame-shifting and political grandstanding stalls critical legislative reforms
and prevents the development of cohesive, long-term national standards.

Disruption of Academic Calendars

Cancellations and subsequent re-examinations delay the entire higher education
admissions cycle. Professional colleges are forced to push back their academic semesters,
leaving medical and engineering students with less time for training. This disruption
dilutes the quality of professional education and creates a backlog that affects the supply




of qualified doctors and engineers entering the workforce.
7.4 Distributional Effects

While the examination crisis affects the entire country, its consequences are not
distributed equally.

The Urban-Rural and Class Divide

Affluent, urban candidates who attend elite private schools have access to high-end CBSE-
aligned coaching, personal tutors, and extensive study materials. When an exam is
cancelled, these wealthy families have the financial resilience to absorb the shock, keeping
their children in coaching centers for another year. In contrast, rural and underprivileged
students rely on basic government schools that often lack the resources to prepare them
for highly complex national tests. When exams are cancelled or delayed, these students
are frequently forced to return home to help support their families, effectively ending
their dreams of higher education.

Disadvantages for Regional-Language Students

Most national competitive examinations are designed and moderated primarily in
English and Hindi. While these tests are translated into regional languages, the quality of
these translations is often highly inconsistent and inaccurate, creating confusing
questions for students who study in vernacular mediums. Because regional-language
students cannot afford elite, English-medium coaching hubs, they are placed at a
significant disadvantage, reinforcing regional inequalities and limiting access to national
opportunities.

8. Case Studies

8.1 The Vyapam Scam (Madhya Pradesh)

The Madhya Pradesh Professional Examination Board, commonly known by its Hindi
acronym Vyapam, was established to conduct competitive entrance and recruitment tests
for medical admissions and state government jobs, including food inspectors, police
personnel, and school teachers. Between the late 1990s and 2013, Vyapam became the
epicenter of one of the largest, most systemic examination scams in Indian history,
involving a vast network of politicians, corrupt board officials, wealthy parents, and
criminal middlemen.

e The Impersonation Scheme: Brokers hired high-performing medical students or
practicing doctors from neighboring states to act as proxies for paying candidates.




The admit cards were altered, swapping the photo of the genuine candidate with the
proxy before the exam, and switching it back once the test was completed.

The "Engine-Bogey" System: Corrupt Vyapam officials manipulated seating
arrangements in exam halls. They would seat a brilliant, paid proxy candidate, the
"engine", directly in front of two or three paying, less-prepared candidates, the
"bogeys", allowing them to easily copy answers from the proxy's sheet during the
test.

Direct OMR Sheet Manipulation: Paying candidates were instructed to leave their
OMR answer sheets blank during the exam. After the test, corrupt board officials
would access the secure scanning facilities and fill in the correct bubbles on the
blank sheets to award high scores, using fake Right to Information requests to cover
up the changes.

The Tragic Trail of Deaths: The scale of the Vyapam scam was so massive that when
investigations intensified in 2013, it was followed by a tragic series of events.
Between thirty and forty individuals connected to the case, including key accused,
witnesses, medical students, and investigative journalists, died under suspicious
circumstances, such as sudden illnesses, staged road accidents, and unexplained
suicides, showing the extreme violence and desperation of the criminal networks
protecting the scam.

8.2 The NEET-UG 2024 Controversy

The National Eligibility cum Entrance Test for undergraduate medical admissions in
2024 became a major flashpoint, exposing severe operational weaknesses in the National
Testing Agency's systems:

The Paper Theft at Oasis School

A comprehensive investigation by the Central Bureau of Investigation, or CBI, revealed
that on the morning of the exam, May 5, 2024, the secure trunks containing the question
papers were delivered to the Oasis School in Hazaribagh, Jharkhand.

The school principal, Dr. Ahsanul Haque, who was acting as the city coordinator for the
NTA, and the vice-principal, Mohammad Imtiyaz Alam, who served as the center
superintendent, conspired with a criminal syndicate led by a civil engineer named Pankaj
Kumar. Haque and Alam allowed Kumar to enter the school's secure control room, where
he used sophisticated tools to carefully open the transport trunks from the rear without
breaking the official seals, photograph the question papers, and slip out of the building.




The Solving Syndicate and Digital Distribution

Once the photos of the papers were secured, they were immediately sent to a group of
seven high-performing MBBS students from prestigious institutions, including AIIMS
Patna and RIMS Ranchi, who were brought to Hazaribagh specifically to solve the exam.

These solvers drafted a complete answer key within hours. This key was then printed and
distributed to a select group of candidates who had paid massive bribes, while also being
shared on encrypted Telegram and WhatsApp groups, compromising the exam's security
across multiple states.

The Grace Marks Fiasco and Perfect Scores

The controversy intensified when the NTA declared the results on June 4, 2024, ten days
ahead of schedule. The merit list revealed an unprecedented sixty-seven candidates
scoring a perfect 720 out of 720 marks, with multiple top-rankers originating from the
exact same test centers.

The NTA admitted it had awarded arbitrary grace marks to over 1,500 candidates at select
centers in Haryana, Chhattisgarh, and Meghalaya, claiming these students had lost
testing time due to invigilator errors and the distribution of wrong question papers.

This ad-hoc decision triggered a massive public outcry, with students and parents
accusing the agency of using grace marks to cover up institutional incompetence and
paper leaks.

The Supreme Court Verdict in Vanshika Yadav v. Union of India

The controversy led to multiple petitions in the Supreme Court demanding the complete
cancellation of the NEET-UG 2024 exam.

In its landmark judgment, the Supreme Court criticized the NTA for its inconsistent
decisions and lack of administrative transparency.

However, the Court ultimately refused to cancel the entire exam. The judges ruled that
while a physical leak had occurred in Patna and Hazaribagh, the CBI investigation showed
the breach was localized and did not affect the overall integrity of the national merit list.
The Court concluded that cancelling the test would be highly unfair to over two million
innocent candidates who had studied honestly, directing the NTA to revise its results by
removing the arbitrary grace marks and correcting an ambiguous physics question.




8.3 The UP Police Constable and RO/ARO Leaks (2023-2024)

Between late 2023 and early 2024, the State of Uttar Pradesh was hit by a series of
devastating paper leaks that disrupted key recruitment exams, affecting over 4.8 million
job aspirants:

The Coordinated Multi-Exam Scams

On February 11, 2024, the Uttar Pradesh Public Service Commission conducted the
Review Officer and Assistant Review Officer, or RO/ARO, preliminary exam. Just a week
later, on February 17 and 18, 2024, the state held the massive UP Police Constable
Recruitment Exam, which aimed to fill over sixty thousand positions. Both exams were
severely compromised. Investigations by the Uttar Pradesh Special Task Force and the
Enforcement Directorate revealed that a single, highly organized criminal syndicate was
behind both leaks.

The Interconnected Money Trail and Masterminds

The investigation identified Rajiv Nayan Mishra, alongside associates Ravi Attri and
Subhash Prakash, as the masterminds of the scams. The syndicate successfully
compromised the logistics network, getting photos of the question papers hours before

the tests began. They set up temporary camps at local hotels, where paying candidates
were brought in transit buses to memorize the leaked answers.

Crucially, the Enforcement Directorate uncovered a direct financial link between the two
scams: the illicit profits generated from selling the RO/ARO leaked papers were
immediately used to buy the question papers and fund the logistics for leaking the
subsequent Police Constable exam.

Mass Cancellations and Public Protests

The leaks became public when photos of the question papers and handwritten answer
keys went viral on social media platforms hours before the exams started. Thousands of
candidates staged massive, days-long protests in cities like Prayagraj and Lucknow,
demanding the immediate cancellation of the tests. Under intense public pressure, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath announced the complete cancellation of both exams, promising
to run secure re-tests within six months and pledging to seize the properties of the
perpetrators under the state's strict anti-cheating laws.

9. Challenges to Cooperation

Establishing a secure, transparent, and trusted national competitive examination system




in India faces several complex political, institutional, and constitutional obstacles:
The Constitutional Federalism Dispute

The primary obstacle to a unified national policy is the ongoing tension between the
center and state governments. Because education is on the Concurrent List of the Seventh
Schedule of the Constitution, both levels of government have the authority to make laws
on it.

Under Article 254(1) of the Constitution, if there is a direct conflict, or repugnancy,
between a central law and a state law on a Concurrent List subject, the central law
prevails. However, Article 254(2) provides an exception: a state law that conflicts with a
central law can still apply within that state if it receives the assent of the President of
India.

This constitutional dynamic has led to intense legal battles. For example, the State of
Tamil Nadu's Assembly unanimously passed the NEET Exemption Bill, seeking to bypass
the national medical test in favor of using local high school board marks.

The Union Government has strongly opposed this move, arguing that a single national
standard is essential to protect educational quality. When the President withheld assent
to the state's bill, Tamil Nadu filed a lawsuit in the Supreme Court, accusing the center of
using its power to crush local autonomy and damage federalism.

As long as states view centralized testing as an unconstitutional overreach, achieving a
coordinated, national approach to exam security remains extremely difficult.

Political Polarization and Partisan Posturing

Competitive exam security has become a highly politicized issue in Parliament. When a
paper leak occurs, political parties often prioritize attacking their opponents to score
quick points, rather than working together to draft complex, long-term educational
reforms. This hyper-partisan atmosphere makes it difficult to pass comprehensive laws,
establish independent regulatory bodies, and agree on stable, national standards, leaving
the system vulnerable to constant policy changes whenever a new government takes
office.

The Political Economy of the Coaching Lobby

The private coaching industry is a massive, multi-billion-dollar business with deep
financial ties to local politicians, educational entrepreneurs, and real estate developers.
In major coaching hubs like Kota, Prayagraj, and Patna, these centers are major sources




of local employment, tax revenue, and political funding.

Because of this immense economic power, the coaching lobby has successfully resisted
efforts to regulate its practices. They lobby against strict laws to ban dummy schools,
control tuition fees, or hold center owners liable for exam malpractices, allowing the high-
pressure, commercialized testing environment to persist.

Institutional Silos and Communication Failures

India's investigation and law enforcement agencies suffer from a severe lack of
coordination and information-sharing. When a cross-state paper leak occurs, multiple
independent agencies, including the state police, state Special Task Forces, the central
CBI, and the Enforcement Directorate, often run separate investigations.

These agencies often operate in silos, refusing to share intelligence, cyber-forensics data,
or details about the money trail in real time. This fragmented approach allows
sophisticated criminal syndicates to easily exploit gaps between different state
jurisdictions, hiding evidence and delaying prosecution.

10. Key Policy / Strategic Dilemmas

Delegates participating in this session of the Lok Sabha must carefully analyze several key
policy trade-offs and strategic dilemmas:

Pen-and-Paper (PPT) vs. Computer-Based Testing (CBT)

A central debate in examination reform is whether to continue running traditional pen-
and-paper exams or transition entirely to computer-based testing:

Parameter [Pen-and-Paper Testing (PPT) |[Computer-Based Testing
(CBT)

Infrastructural |Low; requires basic desks, chairs,  [Very high; requires dedicated
Requirements [and physical invigilators at local computer labs, stable power grids,
schools. and high-speed internet.




Parameter

Pen-and-Paper Testing (PPT)

Computer-Based Testing
(CBT)

Logistical
Footprint

Massive; involves printing millions
of sheets, secure transit trucks, and
physical strongrooms.

Minimal physical logistics; exams
are encrypted and transmitted
digitally to local servers on test
day.

Primary
Security
Vectors

Infiltration of physical printing
presses, theft during transit, and
local center collusion.

Remote access Trojans, hacking of
centralized servers, and digital
manipulation of databases.

Digital Literacy
and Equity

High; familiar and accessible to all
students, regardless of their
socioeconomic background.

Can systematically disadvantage
poor, rural students with limited
access to computers.

Multi-Session
Vulnerability

Low; can be easily administered to
millions of candidates nationwide on
a single day.

High; often requires multiple
sessions, necessitating complex
statistical normalization of scores.

While CBT removes many of the physical security risks associated with printing,
transporting, and storing paper copies, it introduces new, highly sophisticated cyber-
threats. Furthermore, the digital divide means that transitioning to digital testing can
systematically exclude rural and poor candidates who have limited experience with
computers, transforming a technological solution into a source of social inequality.

Standardization vs. Pluralism

Lawmakers must decide whether to continue pushing for a single, centralized national
exam to simplify higher education admissions, or return to a decentralized system of
multiple state-level tests.

While centralized testing creates a uniform, national standard and reduces the need for
students to pay for multiple independent tests, its single-point-of-failure design means
that a single leak can collapse the entire national system. Conversely, decentralized




pluralism limits the damage of any single paper leak, but it can lead to inconsistent
academic standards, localized corruption, and a confusing, expensive admissions process
for students applying across state lines.

Punitive Draconianism vs. Preventive Systems

There is an ongoing debate over whether Parliament should focus on raising criminal
penalties or investing in secure testing systems and psychometrics:

e The Punitive Approach: Focuses on creating draconian deterrents, such as life
imprisonment, ten-crore-rupee fines, and the public demolition of illegal coaching
centers. While this approach is politically popular and shows that the government
is taking tough action, it does not stop crime if the underlying investigation and
prosecution systems remain weak.

The Preventive Approach: Focuses on rebuilding the entire testing architecture.
This involves establishing secure, permanent testing centers in reputed government
institutions, hiring a permanent staff of security and testing professionals, and
using advanced psychometric techniques like Item Response Theory to ensure that
no two candidates take the exact same test. While this system-wide reform is highly
effective, it requires massive, long-term financial investments and is less politically
dramatic than passing tough criminal laws.

11. Conclusion

The crisis within India's national competitive examination system is far more than an
administrative or logistical challenge. It is a profound, systemic threat to the country's
youth, its public administration, and the democratic social contract. When a paper leak
occurs or a national test is abruptly cancelled, it shatters the trust of millions of young
citizens who rely on these exams as their sole pathway to social mobility and economic
survival.

To resolve this crisis, the Lok Sabha must move beyond quick-fix criminal laws and
partisan finger-pointing. Lawmakers must craft a comprehensive, long-term national
policy that rebuilds the entire testing architecture from the ground up. This reform must
include several key elements:

Comprehensive Statutory Overhaul: Rebuilding the National Testing Agency as a
highly professional, autonomous statutory body with independent administrative
authority and strict sovereign accountability.

Operational Restructuring: Transitioning away from vulnerable, high-stakes mega-




exams toward a modern testing model that utilizes computer-adaptive testing,
permanent secure centers, and advanced psychometric design.

Federal-State Cooperation: Creating cooperative, balanced agreements that respect
state educational priorities while maintaining consistent, national standards for
higher education.

Oversight of the Coaching Industry: Enacting strict, nationwide regulation of the
private coaching sector to eliminate dummy schools, stop deceptive advertising, and
prevent unethical practices.

Specialized Investigation and Fast-Track Prosecution: Establishing dedicated
cyber-forensics cells and fast-track courts to ensure that the organizers of
examination fraud are prosecuted and convicted swiftly.

Only through such deep, system-wide reforms can the Lok Sabha protect the futures of
India's youth, secure the quality of its public services, and restore lasting public trust in
the state's institutions.

12. Questions to Consider

1.

Should the National Testing Agency be dissolved and replaced with a statutory body
created by an Act of Parliament, and what specific powers should this new entity
have to ensure administrative independence and sovereign accountability?

How can India successfully transition toward Computer-Based Testing while
protecting poor, rural, and regional-language students who suffer from the
country's digital divide and have limited digital literacy?

. What specific legal and administrative measures can state and central governments
implement to successfully regulate and oversee the private coaching industry, and
how can they prevent the growth of exploitative dummy school systems?

How should the Lok Sabha balance the constitutional guarantees of federalism
under the Concurrent List with the need to establish consistent, secure national
standards for competitive exams and professional higher education?

Is the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024 sufficient to
dismantle cross-state criminal syndicates, or does India need to establish a
dedicated, centralized federal agency to monitor and prosecute academic fraud?

How should a testing agency respond when a paper leak is confirmed in a few cities?




What specific criteria should guide the decision to cancel a test nationwide versus
executing localized re-exams to protect untainted candidates?

How can testing bodies utilize advanced psychometric models, such as Item
Response Theory and computerized adaptive testing, to secure exams, and what are
the primary obstacles to implementing these systems at a national scale?

. What measures should the Ministry of Education implement to support the mental
health of candidates, reduce the extreme psychological pressure of competitive
exams, and prevent student suicides?

How can testing bodies secure their partnerships with private technology and
logistics companies, and what measures can they implement to hold these private
providers strictly accountable for security breaches?

. How can the Lok Sabha ensure that the state's investigative agencies, including state
Special Task Forces, the central CBI, and the Enforcement Directorate, coordinate
their efforts and share cyber-forensics intelligence in real time?

13. Glossary

cadre: A permanent group of trained personnel forming the nucleus of an
organization, crucial for building long-term administrative expertise and security
protocols.

cognisable: A category of criminal offense under Indian law where a police officer
has the authority to make an arrest without a warrant and initiate an investigation
without the prior permission of a court.

credentialism: The overemphasis on formal educational credentials, such as degrees
and test scores, as the primary measure of an individual's ability and suitability for
employment.

demographic dividend: The economic growth potential that can result from shifts
in a population's age structure, particularly when the share of the working-age
population is larger than the non-working-age share.

deputation: The temporary transfer of an official or employee from their permanent
government department to another department, agency, or external organization.

dummy school: A non-functional educational institution that registers students to
satisfy official high school board attendance requirements, while allowing them to




attend private coaching centers full-time.

equal opportunity: The constitutional guarantee, protected under Article 14 and
Article 16 of the Indian Constitution, ensuring fair, equal, and non-discriminatory
treatment for all citizens in public admissions and state employment.

equating: The statistical process of adjusting and standardizing scores across
different test forms to ensure that candidates who take different versions of an exam
can be evaluated on a common scale.

Gaokao: China's highly secure, state-administered National College Entrance
Examination, taken by millions of students annually.

impersonation: The criminal act of pretending to be another candidate to write an
examination on their behalf to secure a fraudulent score.

item bank: A systematically organized repository of calibrated test questions with
known psychometric properties, used to construct balanced, secure exams.

Item Response Theory: A modern psychometric paradigm that models the
statistical relationship between a candidate's latent ability level and their
probability of correctly answering a specific question.

leakage: The unauthorized premature disclosure or theft of confidential
examination content before the official testing time.

non-bailable: A category of criminal offense where bail is not a matter of right for
the accused, but is left entirely to the discretion of the court.

non-compoundable: A serious criminal offense that cannot be settled,
compromised, or dropped through a private agreement between the victim and the
accused.

parallel schooling: The widespread practice where students register at regular
schools but bypass their daily classes to attend private coaching centers full-time.

public trust: The legal and ethical principle holding that the state has a strict,
fiduciary duty to maintain the fairness, security, and integrity of critical public
systems for the benefit of all citizens.

repugnancy: A direct, irreconcilable conflict between a central law passed by
Parliament and a state law passed by a state assembly on a subject falling under the




Concurrent List.

single-point failure: A design or operational vulnerability where the failure of a
single component or link in a system triggers the collapse of the entire system.

social mobility: The movement of individuals, families, or groups from one social
and economic position to another within a society.

Suneung: South Korea's highly structured, high-stakes College Scholastic Ability
Test.

14. Further Readings

https://www.nextias.com/newuploads/Nextias/2024/7/exam-paper-leak-
1722404336745.pdf
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Baderia.pdf

https://prsindia.org/files/bills acts/acts states/odisha/2025/Actiof20250D.pdf

https://prsindia.org/billtrack/the-public-examinations-prevention-of-unfair-
means-bill-2024

https://www.impriindia.com/insights/public-examinations-unfair-means-act

ministry-to-parliamentary-panel/articleshow/131450318.cms
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